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Commissioner for Patents 
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SIR: 

The patents and/or publications listed on the enclosed PTO Form-1449 arc submitted 
pursuant to 37 CFR § § § 1.56, 1.97(d), and 1.98. The undersigned hereby certifies pursuant 
to 37 CFR 1.97(d)(1) that each item of information contained in the Information Disclosure 
Statement was first cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the Information 
Disclosure Statement. Copies of the patents or publications noted on the Form-1449 are 
enclosed herewith. Also, enclosed is a copy of the International Search Report. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees that may be 
required, or to credit any overpayment, to account No. 501519. 




An early and favorable action on the merits is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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Patent Department 
Schiff Hardin & War . 
6600 Sears Tower 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Telephone: 312/258-5774 
CUSTOMER NO. 000128 
ATTORNEY FOR APPLICANT 
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Alexandria, VA^22313-1450 

on July 17, 2003. 
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